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Manu Delago

Biography (August 2021)

As a two-year-old Manu Delago began what would become a very musically inclined life as he sat behind his first drum kit and started playing for various bands as a young teenager. His rock band HotchPotch won the Austrian Band Contest and toured across Austria, Germany, Italy and Spain. When Manu Delago began playing the Hang (handpan) in 2003 he discovered his passion for writing music. He graduated from the university Mozarteum in Innsbruck in classical percussion, jazz drums at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama and composition at Trinity College of Music.

Manu Delago's solo piece “Mono Desire” was the most popular Hang video on the internet with over five million views and charted in the Top 30 music videos on Youtube. In 2007 he founded his own band Manu Delago Handmade and the duo Living Room and released his first albums. His LPs feature various guest artists such as Erik Truffaz, Andreya Triana or Douglas Dare and won over tastemakers from BBC 6Music’s Tom Ravenscroft and Don Letts to Radio 2’s Alex Lester, Nitin Sawhney and Jamie Cullum, and was supported by i-D, Clash and DJ Mag.

Manu Delago has also collaborated with various genre-leading artists. He appeared as a guest on two albums of the Psy-Trance producers Shpongle and performed on various occasions. In 2011 he recorded for Björk's Biophilia album and has since been her touring drummer, playing four world tours with the Icelandic singer. In 2013, he started performing and writing music with the sitar-player Anoushka Shankar. For his work on her album 'Land of Gold' Manu Delago earned a Grammy nomination. The versatile percussionist has also been a touring member of The Cinematic Orchestra and Olafur Arnalds.

As percussionist and drummer Manu Delago has performed in prestigious venues on six continents such as the Royal Albert Hall, Roundhouse, Royal Festival Hall and Barbican in London, Carnegie Hall in New York, the Sydney Opera House and Fuji Rock Festival in Japan. Furthermore, Manu Delago has performed and recorded as soloist with the London Symphony Orchestra, Metropole Orkest, Aurora Orchestra, Munich Chamber Orchestra and the Zurich Chamber Orchestra.

On the album Metromonk (2017, Tru Thoughts Records), Manu Delago focussed on electronic sound manipulation of the Handpan. The video of the single 'Freeze' was filmed in the Alps and premiered by Red Bull Music. That outdoor adventure triggered the idea to a bigger and more audacious project – Parasol Peak – a multi-award winning album and film in which Manu Delago leads an ensemble of seven musicians on a mountaineering expedition in the Alps (2018, One Little Independent Records).

In 2019, Circadian was recorded and toured with an ensemble of nine musicians. The music is based around sleep cycles and the theme which further inspired the 7.5 hours long rework album Nightliner on which he collaborated with artists like Hugar, Kelly Moran and Brandt Brauer Frick. After years of touring, Manu felt it was important to do his bit towards sustainability by launching the carbon neutral Recycling Tour, performing venues across Germany and Austria, accessed only by bicycles.

In 2021, Manu Delago is set to release his unique new album, Environ Me. Constructed using his signature percussive skills as well as electronic manipulation and sounds recorded directly from an array of natural sources, the LP is a dynamic and exploration which harnesses the best of his adventurous spirit and singular vision as a human being and as an artist.

Quotes:

“A man with a head full of ideas” – Songlines

“Party time: drummer Manu Delago's orgiastic blast of percussion” - David Fricke, Rolling Stone

“Ridiculously deft electro-acoustic percussionist” - Toronto Star

“Very very melodic, great beats, great soundscapes, really interesting songwriting...a beautiful record...comes highly recommended from me” - Jamie Cullum, BBC R2

“The world’s leading hang player” – Financial Times

“Playing on a not so well known Swiss instrument called the Hang, was Manu Delago. To use words like spellbinding and mesmerising don’t do justice to the sounds he created.” – Confluence

“Amazing percussionist and Hang player” – Björk

“Intriguingly beautiful… A mercurial sound indeed” – DJ Mag

“Captivating and compelling… truly mesmerising” – i-D

“An incredible musician in everything he plays” – Nitin Sawhney

“A masterful and sensitive musician” – The Telegraph

“Avant-garde, classy” – Huey Morgan (BBC 6Music)

“A legend in the making” – The Ransom Note

“Sounds sumptuous on record… Spellbinding” – AAA Music

“What a hypnotic sound” – Claire Martin (BBC R3) 

“What a non-stop affair of creativity, surprise, beauty, harmony, wit, art, invention, energy, entertainment.”
– Amanda Yensa Manor, author & journalist

Weblinks:

website: www.manudelago.com
facebook: www.facebook.com/manudelagomusic
instagram: www.instagram.com/manudelagomusic
twitter: www.twitter.com/manudelagomusic
youtube: www.youtube.com/c/ManuDelago
Contact management:

Tom Tanzer, mgmt@tomtanzer.com, +43 660 659 35 89

